


The following presentation  
focus exclusively on the new 

process
For AD5 generalists

competition
And the ppt can be downloaded from our YouTube channel / blog 



1.What is going on?

2. Where should I start from ? What does a “generalist” do?  

3.What tests?  
1.Application

2.Reasoning Test (or CBT)

3.Written test about the EU

4.Digital skills

5.MCQ – EU knowledge

4.How long is the process? 

5.When should I start preparing the exams? And how many hours?

6.How can we help you in YaSemoseuropeos? The YSE-Aventure
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The light at the end of the tunnel

To date, there were no significant 
issues in the competitions and 
examinations that have taken place.

Transport competition ended 
satisfactorily . 

Generalists competition is 
expected by July this year.
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Where should I start?

Ask yourself:
I. Do I want to work in international institutions?
II. Do you identify with the European project?
III. Do I want to work away from home, most likely in Brussels or 

Luxembourg?
IV. Do I want to work with other cultures?
V. Work on broad topics and learn new things continuously?
VI. Are you willing to work hard?

YES 
Stay with us

No
See you! It’s

been a pleasure



You will find the jobs at…

European Commission



All profiles have their place

And 

more!



Key aspects

Salary

• 2 languages (level C1 and B2)
• All information in the call for 

competition (national member state, 
university degree, other...)

• You can take part in different 
competitions at the same time

• Levels according to experience 
required:

➢AD5 – University degree
➢AD6-3 years of relevant experience
➢AD7-6 years of relevant experience



You will have to fit in the process

Your CV is great but no one has time to 
appreciate it

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/
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The new portal



Phase 0 – The notice of the competition



Main Tests



You will visit
more this web 

than your
Tinder profile



Languages

Choose among 24 official languages 

Language 1 and 2 NEVER can be the same

Usually Language 1 – level C1/C2 ; Language 2 
– level B2 or C1



CV



Reasoning tests

Passing score differs from one competition to another

25% - 35% of the candidates fail in this test



Verbal Reasoning

What does it measure? 
• Ability to understand key concepts
• Reasoning capacity from written information 
• Interpret key points correctly

Key points

• Not embracing concepts that are not in the wording
• Distinguish between false and doubtful
• Read the question well
• Omission of information in a reply does not make it incorrect
• Frequency (always, usually sometimes...)



Numerical Reasoning

What does it measure? 

• Identify relevant data
• Identify the quickest way to solve the problem
• Ability to make rapid mental calculations

The keys

• Review basic mathematical concepts: fractions, 
percentages, equations, 3 rules

• Identify the data required
• In some cases it is possible to use the estimate

• The solution to the problema here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s


Abstract reasoning

About abstract reasoning

• Colour blindness adapted

• 5 figures and you need to find the 6th 

• 5 possible answers

Key aspects

• Search for rules
• Delete
• Search for logics
• Isolate elements
Find an example here
And another one here

https://youtu.be/hBcccw260BE
https://youtu.be/hsJKnprLfGwhttps:/youtu.be/hsJKnprLfGw


Get familiar with your environmentTip 1

The calculator doesn’t have the solutionTip 2

Think first, act laterTip 3

It’s about reasoningTip 4

Panicking , worst thing you can do Tip 5

Final tips for reasoning Simple? 
But not 

easy



Written test / Essay
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Keys • No external knowledge needed although 
documents will be connected to the competition 
(generalist = general). 

• It is a communication competency test
• Understand instructions
• Know how to handle a lot of information 
• Know how to work under time pressure 

Exam 1. It is written on an interface (not Word)  
2. Time: 45 minutes (or 40 the notice will state)
3. No self-correction

When?
It is done with the other tests but the source documents are 

available in advance (2 weeks)

Essay/Written test 



5/8/2024 26

• In the new format, with an European Union source
document, you will have to answer a set of objectives or
questions marked with a real background

• Document available at least 2 weeks before the exam
• For specialists - document is linked to the subject of the 

competition.
• But “Only” evaluates communication
• Key to prepare in advance
• English or other language (24)  
• It is done on the same day of the exam.

Essay/Written test 

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/


PracticeTip1

Book hours to work before the examTip2

The topic is not a problemTip3

It’s a 
practical
exercise, 

not poetry. 

Practice more. For a 45 min exam, it is the only wayTip4

Tips for the written test / Essay



Digital skills



Digital skills



Check what you knowTip1

Most common programms and tutorialsTip2

The reference is Windows-office environmentTip3

Advice for DIGITAL

11000010 10111111 01010011
01101001 01101101 0111000
0 01101100 01100101 001111
11 00100000 01010000 01100
101 01110010 01101111 0010
0000 01101110 01101111 001
00000 01110011 01101001 01
100101 01101101 01110000 0
1110010 01100101 00100000
01100110 11000011 10100001
01100011 01101001 0110110

0 00001010
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Case Study

Keys • It matches the profile of the competition 
(generalists: Knowledge of the EU/specialists: 
knowledge of the field of specialisation)

• Only generalists will have a “theme”/sources of 
information [said by EPSO]

• Quality before quantity

Structure • 30 questions
• 40 minutes
• Only the correct answers count 
• The final rules in the notice (there are differences 

from one competition to another)

Knowledge exam/MCQ (multiple choice exam)



SOURCES PUBLISHED FOR 
INTERNAL COMPETITIONS

EPSO said they will 
publish a booklet? 

(500-600 pages with 
the information)

https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


Where to find (free) resources – MCQ on EU knowledge

• The Treaties: TUE y TFUE
• EU website
• ABC of the EU law
• Factsheets of EU parliament
• 2019-2024 Summaries
(with these, you have enough for months)

https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/principles-and-values/founding-agreements_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/index_en
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/abc-of-eu-law/en/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/home
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/story-von-der-leyen-commission_en


And remember to read carefully

• The secret document
(notice of competition or
notice of vacancy) will tell
you: 
• The tests
• The requirements
• Languages
• Tasks
• And more details

• Be patient, do not expect
to know and understand
everything in 1h
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How long does the competition process take? In 2023 model

• The plan is 6 months 
• Pay attention to holiday 

periods (August and 
Christmas) do not count. 

• From transport to AST156 
we see the acceleration
(from closing to testing 1 to 2 
months)



Application
period

Exams
correction and 
verification of 
requirements

Reasoning
tests+ 

Knowledge
MCQ test+ 

Digital skills + 
Written
exercise

Reserve list 
(valid for at 

least 1.5 years)

Mini-selection 
process for an 

institution

1-1.5 month 1-2 months    4-5 months After 6 months

Publication of
the call

Online 
examination – all
on the same day

How long does the opposition process take? 
The new EPSO model
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First time in an EPSO competition

When the date of publication of your 
competition is announced (3 or 2 
months before the notice)
• Start with CBT – get familiar with 

the tests
• Start reading on the Essay (EPSO 

has some examples or pay 
attention to other open 
competitions)

• Review European sources

Once the notice of the competition is 
published

• Practice the tests (MCQ, Essay, 
Digital, CBT)

• Verify topics and sources for the 
knowledge exam (MCQ)

• When the deadline for registration is 
closed, practice regularly a complete 
set of tests (4 tests) – 1 per week

When should I start preparing the competition?

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/


If you have been part on an EPSO competition before

1 month prior to the
publication of the competition

• Test or start reading a case 
study (EPSO joins the 
exercises of open 
competitions)

• Review European sources on 
the topic that you are 
interested in

• Resume again the reasoning 
tests (little by little)

Once the notice of the 
competition is published

• Practice all the tests

• Verify topics and sources for 
the knowledge exam (MCQ)

• When the deadline for 
registration is closed, practice 
regularly (morning or 
afternoon) a complete set of 
tests (4 tests) – 1 per week

When should I start preparing the competition?

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/


Launch of the
notice

Rookie

Veteran

5 to 2 Months
before the

publication of
competition

Registrations
closure

and exam (2 
months

later)

3
• Hours per week 

according to point 
of departure/time

• Quality (no cell
phone, no 
distractions) 

• The key is learning 
from mistakes

• Other factors may 
influence in the 
time you need

How many hours do I have to devote to this?

H

4

5

6

3

4

5

6

3

4

7

8

5

6

8

9

8

9

10

12

8

9

10

12

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/
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• A course including all the tests

• Limited study (and work) group

• Weekly sessions to view content

• Specific sessions for each test

• Complete mock exam

• In 5 months you will be ready for the 

competition by studying a few hours a 

week (quality before quantity).

How are we going to do it?
Our methodology

Registration open. Course starts on April 3rd
Write us to yasemoseuropeos@gmail.com



❑ YSE own-materials
❑ Reasoning exercises
❑ EU Essay exercises
❑ 4 written exercises individually 

reviewed
❑ Digital skills exercises
❑ Exercises on EU knowledge (with

study guides and more than +1500 
questions)

How are we going to do it?
Our content

Registration open. Course starts on April 3rd
Write us to yasemoseuropeos@gmail.com



• Free webinars and materials
• CBT reasoning tests training with our own
materials and exercises
•Written Test and MCQ trainings (Generalists and 
other profiless)
• Internal competitions of the Institutions
•Application review
• Interview preparation

08/05/2024 45

What else can YSE do for you?

https://forms.gle/iv4Updb7TJvgv8LGA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflXIHIvstdhDqW5yHuzsMgbeEspjB-pUKvWtx3RuKE3Om5nw/viewform
https://forms.gle/5k6hWciYo2Eex4Av8
https://forms.gle/dVwT4XEVzHgXLDMv6
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/


• To find out more: https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en
• Vacancies: https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/job-opportunities/open-

vacancies/ec_vacancies
• Traineeships: https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/job-

opportunities/traineeships

• On EPSO and competitions: 
www.yasemoseuropeos.com/epso

• To raise questions
yasemoseuropeos@gmail.com and to
stay tuned by following us on: Twitter, 
Instagram Youtube; LinkedIn y 
Telegram channel

Official resources

Non official but very effective

https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/job-opportunities/open-vacancies/ec_vacancies
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/job-opportunities/open-vacancies/ec_vacancies
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/job-opportunities/traineeships
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/job-opportunities/traineeships
http://www.yasemoseuropeos.com/epso
mailto:yasemoseuropeos@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/yasemoseuropeos
https://www.instagram.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.youtube.com/@yasemoseuropeos
https://www.linkedin.com/company/23713912/admin/
https://t.me/yasemoseuropeos?mc_cid=01cc6ff3ec&mc_eid=a4bf340057
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